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Pine Needles Newsletter 
Gold Country ASG Placerville CA   

 

 

What a busy and beautiful spring! As y’all know, I’m running for the 

50th Anniversary El Dorado Rose, at the ED County Fair in June, 

thank you to CAB for voting to sponsor me. There will be an invitation 

to a reception coming soon, in case you would like to find out more 

about the program. I’m working on displaying some Rose costumes at 

various places around the county and will have all of mine marked with 

“American Sewing Guild” in some form or fashion, maybe including a 

“Sit n Sew” flyer, not sure yet, but I’m always thinking of ways to 

spread the word about you amazing ladies. I’m in the midst of creating 

a “Mourning Dress”, YES, ME. ALL BLACK. HEAD TO TOE! For a 

“Save the Graves” event in Coloma in May. I’m nervous but I think it 

will be fun. All I have left to finish is the blouse…..then, I need at least 

one ball gown and possibly two…and the pageant outfit…y’all know 

where I’ll be for the next couple of months! 

 

Exciting stuff is happening in my personal family as well. 

Granddaughter #1 is having another GR Granddaughter in late May, 

right after Granddaughter #3 graduates from UNR, another Teacher in 

the family! She hopes to be teaching FFA/Agriculture/Science, and the 

VERY EXCITING NEWS is that she is learning to QUILT!!! I’m so 

excited to share my stash with her, so proud of all the Grandies! Have a 

wonderful spring, ladies! 

 

• May 16 – Bodice Drafting Workshop (see page 2) 

• June 12 — Reno Quilt Show Bus Trip (see page 3) 

• Mid-Sept — Fall Annual Event, Light of the Hills Church (details later) 

• Oct 4-9 — Sewing in the Woods, Zephyr Cove (page 4 and 5) 

• November — Fall Sew Camp 2, Light of the Hills Church (details later) 
 

Sit-n-Sew – Second Saturday of each month. See page 6 

Neighborhood Group meetings. Eight of them! See page 7 

Chapter Advisory Board meetings. Second Monday of each month. See page 12 

 

Advancing Sewing as an Art and Life 

Skill 

Second Quarter 2026, May 1, 2026, v6 
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Reno Quilt Show Bus Trip 
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Registration Form on next page 
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Sewing in the Woods Registration Form 
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Yes, you are reading correctly. You do NOT need to be an ASG 

member to attend a Sit-n-Sew. In fact, you do not even have to 

know how to sew! Just show up.

Sit n Sew 
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Sew Elegant
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sew Elegant – Small Projects 

Sew Elegant – Small Projects 

3rd Monday 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Light of the Hills Church, Cameron Park 

Contact group lead: Karen Starkel 916-817-1524, kstarkel@icloud.com 

 

 

 
Her bag was a Sew Elegant project. Her 

clothes were Clothes Fit Fun projects. 

She’s modeling it for the Folsom Quilt 

Show. 

Meet the leader of Sew Elegant, 

Karen Starkel. When Karen 

retired, she started going to Sew 

Elegant and Clothes Fit groups and 

regrets not being able to fit in Sew 

Scrappy because she was also 

doing an art class! 

 

Her favorite part of sewing is 

picking out and collecting fabrics. 

Her least favorite part is hand 

sewing the binding on a big quilt. 

 

She recently took 2nd Place in the 

Medium Pieced Quilt category of 

the Folsom Quilt Show with her 

quilt Stargazing. 

 

 

Sew Elegant focuses on fun, small projects. 

They’ve tackled projects like fabric wallets, bucket 

hats, and the Needle Storage Cases. 

 

The group members are friendly, and the 

meetings flow well and include everyone. The 

projects are fun and everyone’s suggestions are 

considered. 

 

Ask them about the upcoming Turtle Mops. 

So, drop on by one of their 

meetings and meet this fun-

loving group! 
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Spring Sew Camp was a glorious three days of sewing, learning, talking, and getting advice 
from fellow sewists, and of course..eating!  The best news is that there will be another 
Camp in the Fall so if you missed it, there will be another one coming up. 
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Community Service is a major focus of ASG.  Thanks to our two Community Service 

groups, our Chapter made an impressive impact on our communities during 2025. 

Together the Threads of Love and Threads of Love Too groups donated a total of 453 

items to 13 agencies.  The variety of items included quilts, dining vests, walker bags, tote 

bags, pillows, cat cage covers and mats, to name a few.  These donations went to: 

 

 

In addition, the Clothes Fit Fun donated 10 girls’ dresses to the Dress a Girl Around the 
World program. 
 
A big “Thank You” to these groups and members who helped, for serving so many needs 
in our communities and representing our Chapter so well.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Marshall Cancer Center Family Caregiver Support Program 
El Dorado Community Health Center  Amador Lifeline 
American Legion Women’s Auxiliary A-PAL and Tri Co. Wildlife Care 
Amador Residential & Memory Care Homeless Emergency Shelter 
Senior Center Amador Co. Military Veterans Donation Drive 
Sutter Hospital Thrift Store Sierra Wind Wellness & Recovery Center  

 

A new Sew Threads of Love member brought a 

request for fidget mats through her association with 

Snowline Hospice. She also provided the group with 

lots of supplies for the project as she does this as an 

ongoing  activity for Hospice.  

 

The members have made more fidget mats and are 

donating them to EDC Adult Daycare.  

 

Everyone had fun making them with all the cute 

materials their new member brought.  
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Please welcome the newest members to our chapter 
 

  

 

 

 

Also – a special thank you to all members who have renewed your ASG membership! 

Note: If you have moved, changed your email, or changed your phone number please 

update your information in your profile at www.asg.org/member. The chapter does not 

maintain the membership address list. 

If you have any questions or need help with your membership, contact Anne at 
amintmier@gmail.com or 530-644-2739 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Gold Country Chapter 

 Website: https://goldcountryasg.org/ 
 Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1316075138544115/ 

Email group page: https://groups.google.com/g/goldcountryasg 
 

 Automatically emailed to members: 
  President’s monthly News and Notes, around the 15th of each month 
  Pine Needles Newsletter –5/1/26, 8/1/26, 11/1/26 
 
National ASG  

Website: www.asg.org 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/sewingguild 

Nadine Hogrefe 
 

Linda Erfle 
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